substance of the book is devoted to a systematic description of the different types of calcification that may be found, namely, of the coronary arteries, sinus of Valsalva aneurysm, ductus arteriosus, cardiac tumours, pericardium, myocardium, aortic and mitral valves, left atrium and left atrial thrombus. The text is well written and there is a bibliography at the end of each chapter. The authors refer to much of their own material and this has enabled them to illustrate the book profusely with excellent black and white photographs.
This book will be of interest to general physician, cardiologist, cardiac surgeon and radiologist alike and although the amount learnt from a study of cardiac calcification is necessarily limited, the authors have presented a full and readable account of their subject. It is always regrettable when the price of a monograph tends to restrict the circulation it may deserve.
CECIL SYMONS

Antibiotic and Chemotherapy by Mary Barber MD(Lond) and Lawrence P Garrod MD(camb) FRCP ppvii+366 35s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1963
In an advertisement the publishers say this book is intended for senior medical students, young clinicians, clinical pathologists and bacteriologists. But the authors, in the preface, offer it to 'all levels of the profession'; they, rather than their publishers, have correctly stated its value.
In Part 1 the antibacterial substances and their properties are described. Two excellent chapters on sulphonamides contain not only necessary reminders of things we should never have forgotten but also much new information: 27 of the references are to work published in the last ten years. All currently significant antibiotics are described, including fusidic acid and the semisynthetic penicillins. Part 1 ends with a clear account of drug resistance; however, some readers might welcome fuller explanation of the terms 'transduction' and 'induction'.
Part 2 describes first the general principles of chemotherapy, then treatment of the main microbial diseases of temperate climates. Useful tables summarize material from Part 1 on sensitivities of organisms and attainable drugconcentrations in the body. There is information on aspects of antibiotic performance that are rarely brought to clinical applicationsuch as the effect of pH on antibiotic activity in urine.
The writing is direct, informal and, occasionally, picturesque (rheumatic fever patients are protected from streptococci by 'a mere whiff of penicillin'). No sentence needs re-reading to be understood.
There is no topic on which medical writing dates more quickly than this. But 'Barber and Garrod' will be in such demand that it may well be out of print before it is out of date. R BLOWERS Fearless Childbirth by Betty Parsons pp xii+76 illustrated; 2 12 in. LP records £3 17s 6d London: Saga Records 1963 This book is bound to interest anyone actively engaged in midwifery or obstetrics. It is written for the expectant mother in terms readily understood and it succeeds in its purpose, which is primarily educational. It is designed to dispel ignorance and 'old wives' tales' and to instil confidence in the mother in her ability to conduct herself constructively in labour. Mrs Parsons takes for her text, almost without realizing it, 'Knowledge is the antidote to fear' (Emerson).
She obviously writes with authority and sympathy from a subjective as well as an objective point of view. She rightly minimizes the importance of physical exercises antenatally, stresses the value of active relaxation and controlled breathing in the first stage and explains the laborious activities of the second stage. Her postnatal chapter is well worth reading.
She avoids the trap of 'natural childbirth' and never uses the term. She has no set method, stresses the individuality of the patient and clearly recognizes the basic fact that it is the woman who has the baby.
With the book come anatomical charts and long-playing records to supplement the text. The persuasive voice of the author could teach even an elderly male obstetrician to relax! It happens by coincidence that the reviewer has delivered several patients who had been personally instructed by Mrs Parsons: her influence was beneficial in every case. This monograph is an interesting, up-to-date and detailed record of the clinical study and management of Dupuytren's contracture. It is published some fifteen years after Skoog's famous monograph, and although the exact etiology is still unknown the discussion on its incidence in relation to other diseases and trauma demonstrates that only by the careful sifting of clinical material will such enigmas be understood. The book describes the detailed management of the disease, stressing the importance of assessing the extent and disability produced in the individual patient and that the operation performed is elective, demanding the greatest attention to detail both during surgery and in the after-care.
The treatment of this condition is being rightly carried out more and more frequently by plastic surgeons; this excellent monograph is not only invaluable to the plastic surgeon interested in this condition, but is an essential study for any general surgeon who undertakes the surgery of Dupuytren's contracture. The present edition has been very extensively rewritten but still preserves the framework and method of approach of the former edition. The book has been much enlarged and now has 538 pages instead of 366 whilst the number of illustrations has risen from 59 to 128. This increase in size reflects the growing interest and considerable access of knowledge in this subject over the pastdecade. In theextensive bibliography, a particularly valuable feature of the book, well over half the references are to work published since 1952. This is an informative and stimulating book which provides a comprehensive account of disturbances arising during the foetal and neonatal period. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1963 This book is sponsored by and dedicated to the American College of Chest Physicians and most of the contributors are prominent members of the College. It covers, system by system, the whole range of disorders which might conceivably cause dyspncea. Berylliosis merits a couple of pages and diatomaceous earth pneumoconiosis is succinctly described in half a page; a whole chapter is devoted to iatrogenic pericarditis. These examples illustrate the approach to the subject, more than half of the book being devoted to routine descriptions of diseases and hence having no direct bearing upon dyspncea. Some chapters are clear and informative, for instance those on dyspncea during infancy and childhood and on neuromuscular disease. There are some beautiful illustrations in the chapter upon the upper air passages, including a couple of dozen in colour of various disorders causing obstruction of the larynx and trachea.
Much of the book is spoiled by the slickness of the writing. Maybe I am old-fashioned, but I have difficulty in stomaching such phrases as 'oxygen exercise program' and 'silica is bronchospasmogenic'. The definition has been extended to such terms as ponopncea, which clearly means painful breathing, but even a Greek might have difficulty with trepopnoea, which apparently means that breathing is uncomfortable in one position but not in another.
One hesitates to condemn a book upon which so much time and effort has been spent. Certainly it is not up to the standard we have been led to expect from the vigorous College to which it is dedicated. This interesting and well-produced monograph is largely devoted to the techniques and interpretation of divided clearance studies in the diagnosis of hypertension caused by renal ischaemia. It is not the easiest of books to read and the liberal use of italics does not compensate for the occasional lack of clarity in thought and expression. The introduction is based on a crude analogy that I did not find particularly helpful in explaining or illustrating present ideas of renal function. The review of the literature relating to hypertension and renal blood flow in Chapter 1 is not well balanced. Not every observer would agree that the 'difference between curable occlusion of the renal arteries and essential hypertension is a quantitative rather than a qualitative difference'. Chapter 2, on the functional characteristics of renovascular hypertension, forms the largest part of the book and is already familiar since it was published in Medicine, Baltimore, 1961, 40, 327, but it now includes many excellent reproductions of radiographs and photomicrographs. In later chapters these observations are extended to bilateral occlusive disease of the renal arteries, functional changes in the non-occluded
